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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of February Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 10th February 2016 at 4.00 p.m.

_____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Gerry Warnock, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 





Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey 




John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, Luie McEntire, 






Martin 
Mulleady, Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole,  




P.J. Reilly and Mae Sexton.

IN ATTENDANCE:    
Ms. Barbara Heslin, Deputy Chief Executive.        




Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Ms. Maeve Killian, Acting Head of Finance.




Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Acting Director of Services.

APOLOGIES:

Councillors Paul Ross and Padraig Loughrey.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 13th January 2016, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
Election Literature.

Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that Standing Orders be suspended.

Councillor Casey expressed concern regarding the contents of some of the General Election literature being circulated.  Councillor Casey’s concerns were noted.
St. Christopher’s Special National School.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that Standing Orders be suspended.

Councillor P. Nolan referred to the issue of St. Christophers Special National School losing two Special Needs Assistants and the detrimental effect this will have on the children in the care of St. Christopher’s National School because of the children’s complex ongoing medical and care needs.
 
On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan  seconded by Councillor Michael Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed that a letter be sent to the Minister for Education  requesting that the number of Special Needs Assistants remains as is at present and that a copy of the letter be forwarded to the Management of  St. Christopher’s Special National School.


2016 Community and Council Awards presented by IPB Insurance and LAMA

Councillor P.J. Reilly and the members of the Council congratulated Councillor Seamus Butler, Chairperson of the Cathedral Restoration Committee, on winning the Award for Best Public Building.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The summary of Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, was noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING.

The adopted minutes of Corporate Policy Group meeting held on the 9th December 2015 were noted.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN

RESOURCES & CORPORATE, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.
Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee held on the 8th December 2015.

The adopted Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic  Policy Committee Meeting held on the 8th December 2015, as circulated, were noted.
National Oversight and Audit Commission  Report on Local 
Authority Corporate Plans 2015-2019   -  briefing document and report circulated.
Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, outlined the details of briefing document circulated with the Agenda, regarding  NOAC’s Report on Local Authority Corporate Plans 2015-2019. One of the functions of NOAC, the independent oversight body for the local government sector established under the Local Government Reform Act 2014, is to monitor the adequacy of the Corporate Plans prepared by local authorities and to evaluate their implementation. The report outlines NOAC’s review of the adequacy of the Corporate Plans prepared under particular criteria as detailed in the report.
There will be an opportunity to review and address areas highlighted as part of the review of the Corporate Plan which is required following the adoption of the Local Economic and Community Plan  (LECP). 

NOAC will commence evaluation of implementation of Corporate Plans towards the end of 2016 and will take account, of a number of areas as outlined in the report’s conclusions.

FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.
Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that two public liability claims were received during January 2016.
Audited 2014 Annual Financial Statement –  circulated.
The Audited 2014 Annual Financial Statement, as circulated, was noted.
Local Government Act 2001 - Annual Ethics Declaration.
It was noted that the completed Annual Ethics Declaration forms should be returned before the 28th February 2016.
HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE & EMERGENCY SERVICES. 

Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee  Meeting held on the 

14th December 2015. 

The adopted Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 14th December 2015, as circulated, were noted. 

Tenant Purchase Scheme.

Ms. Anne Glancy, Administrative Officer, Housing Section, gave a comprehensive report to the meeting regarding the new Incremental Tenant Purchase Scheme –

· Scope of the Scheme.

· Part 3 of Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014.

· Classes of Houses which may be sold.

· Exclusions.

· Tenant Eligibility.

· Calculation of Tenant Income.

· Tenant Purchase Discount.

· Incremental Purchase Charge.

· Conditions of Sale.

· Calculation & Payment of Purchase Price.

· Resale of House during Charged Period.

Ms. Glancy stated that the Housing Agency is currently preparing a Tenant Leaflet and the Department has advised that additional Guidance should be available in the next two weeks.

Once received, the local authority will inform eligible tenants of the new scheme, terms and conditions and classes of houses available for purchase.

John Brannigan and Anne Glancy replied to queries raised on the following issues –

· Reckonable Income.

· Tenants in receipt of Social Welfare.

· Tenants using savings to purchase house.

· Tenants living in Part V housing.

The members agreed that the Scheme needs major restructuring.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government regarding the queries raised by the members.

Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that the Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government be requested to receive a deputation from Longford County Council regarding the new Tenant Purchase Scheme.

Disposal of Rural House at Lislea, Ballinalee, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Martin Mulleady, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of rural house at Lislea, Ballinalee, Co. Longford to Michael Reynolds and Miriam Cunniffe in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 11th January 2016.

Councillor Michael Carrigy declared an interest in this item.
Disposal of Freehold Interest of Property at Carra (Abbeylara 
Road), Granard,
Co. Longford

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly  seconded by Councillor Mark Casey, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of Property at Carra (Abbeylara Road), Granard, Co. Longford to Thomas Joseph Sheridan & Catherine Sheridan in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 26th  January 2016.
Taking in Charge of Flancare Link Road.
The decision of Longford Municipal District to take in charge the  Flancare Link Road as a Public Road was noted -  details below -
· From the Roundabout on the N63 located to the west of the Railway line through the Flancare development to the roundabout on the 
L-1175 located immediately to the west of the Railway Line. 

· The Taking in Charge to be inclusive of the roundabouts on the N63, the L-1175 and both internal roundabouts as well as the section of road leading from the internal roundabout to the Gleann Riada Housing Estate. 
· All other roads in the Flancare development not to be part of the Taking in Charge proposal.
Section 85 Agreement – N55 The Pigeons to Ballymahon Improvement Works.
On the proposal of Councillor Pat O’Toole seconded by Councillor Mark Casey, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Agreement between Longford County Council and Westmeath  County Council in accordance with Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001, for the N55 The Pigeons to Ballymahon Improvement Works within the Administrative Area of Longford County Council, report as circulated.   
Flooding.

Recognition was given to the work carried out by Longford County Council staff in dealing with the flooding in the county.  Update provided by John Brannigan on applications for funding and stated that an internal review of Longford County Council’s reaction would be carried out.

Flood Action Committee -  referred from the Ballymahon Municipal District Meeting .
The following Notice of Motion proposed by Councillor  G. Farrell was referred from the Ballymahon Municipal District  -
“With the recent flooding in the Rathcline/Newtowncashel/Killashee areas, I wonder  about the possibility of forming a Flood Action Committee going forward.  There are areas flooding now that never flooded before and we must take action in order to prevent this from happening every year”
John Brannigan updated the meeting regarding clean up costs associated with the flooding.  He confirmed that the Council expects to receive the second half of the €200,000 allocated by the Department in the next few weeks. A further submission amounting to approximately €2m assigned for road defence work is currently being considered by the Department.

Mr. Brannigan recommended that the forming of a Flood Action Committee be referred to the Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee for consideration.

Building of OPDs.

In response to a query from Councillor M. Mulleady regarding the construction of OPD’s, John Brannigan stated that the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government have a 15 point process to go through before allocating capital funding.  This process is currently being reviewed by the Department.  Site investigation works have been submitted to the Department and the Council is awaiting a response to progress to the next stage.
Longford Local Area Plan.

B. Heslin, Deputy Chief Executive, informed the meeting that a Local Area Plan is currently being developed for Longford Town. A Master Plan will also be developed for the following area  - disused Shopping Centre and  Connolly Barracks.  Consultants have been engaged to assist in the process, which will include a review of existing zoning, potential changes in use, consultation with stakeholders and expressions of interest for redevelopment.  Longford Municipal District members are being kept up to date on progress.
GENERAL.    

Correspondence.

Letter dated 14th January 2016 received from Jean-Pierre Thébualt, Ambassador of  France, acknowledging Longford County Council’s Book of Condolences was noted.

TRAINING –

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
Broadband in the Stonepark Area.

Councillor G. Warnock requested that the issue of Broadband in the Stonepark area, particularly the National School, be referred to the I.T. Sub-Committee of the Council. 
  This concluded the business of the meeting.
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   Signed: _______________
           Anne Lee,

           Meetings Administrator.
Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 
the 9th March 2016.
Signed: _______________

                  Cathaoirleach.
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